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Abstract :

V.S. Naipaul, a master of trave| writings and
aNobel Laureate, grew up and lived in a multiracial
and multiethnic community but during all those years
he felt him being a Hindu and cherished a secret
fancy and curiosity about his ancestors' homeland,
India. He was feeling a rootless man without a
country. Often he felt alienated and struggling for
his identity. It was this fascination and pain for his
ancestors' homeland that brought him to India thrice
i.ein 1962, 1975 and 1988 and wrote Trilogy an
Area of Darkness, India: A Wounded Civilization
and India: A Million Mutinies Now respectively. In
this research paper, focus is made specifically on
Naipaul's travelogues on India, as it offers a
compelling narrative of his personal journey to
discover his own roots and sense of belonging in
acomplex and diverse nation. By analyzing Naipaul's
experiences, observations, and reflections in India,
We uncover the multifaceted layers ofhis quest for
his origin and connection to a place steeped in
history and cultural diversity. Through a close
examination of his encounters with people, places,
and traditions, we shed light on the transformative
impact of Naipaul's engagement with India and
how it shapes his perception of identity and
belongingness.

Keywords :

foots, belongingness, alienation, ancestors,
uest, fascination for motherland.

Naipaul's trilogy on India is his endless quest

1880; a strange and an unknown island which was
many thousand miles away from their motherland.
Though V S Naipaul was born and brought up in
Trinidad, Indian atmosphere surrounded and
haunted him every now and then through the variety
of objects, rituals and people related to India.
Naipaul put forth this scenario of Indian life and
culture in following way :

To me as a child the India had produced so
many of the persons things around me was
featureless and I thought of the time when the
transparence was made as a period of darkness
which also extended to the land, and darkness
surrounds a hut at evening, thought for a little way
around the hut there still light. The light was the area
of my experience, in time and place. And I even
now, thoughttime has widened, though space has
contracted and I have travelled lucidly over that
area which was to me the area of Darkness.!

Throughout his travelogues on India, Naipaul
presents a unique and complex vision of India. His
observations and reflections shed light on the
multifaceted nature of Indian society, its historical
legacies, and its potential future trajectory. Trinidad
was a multiracial, multi religious and multicultural
place. V S Naipaul was in constant combat and
conflict with his own. At home, he was surrounded
with Indian atmosphere but outside ofhis home, he
would merge in multiethnic society in Trinidad. The
feeling of loss of identity in non-Hindu country
made him more panic and enigmatic. In his Nobel
lecture, V S Naipaul describes this multicultural and

"Or dentity and belongingness, Naipaul's forefathers _
€T brought as indentured labourers by Britishers | multethnic society: '
0a ®mote Caribbean Island in Atlantic Ocean in Away from this world of my grandmother's
T e (03)

T w2, fedwe 023

(¥ Scanned with OKEN Scanner



Lot 5

i ‘e . » S v
Nuipaul's Travelogues on India

ISSN No :3&4-5;9:@

* Seeking Roots and Belonging in Motherland

Dr. Indal G. Jadhav

Smit Radhabai S

Smt Radhabai S

| Assistant Professor of English
arda Arts, Commerce & Science College, Anjangoan Surji, Dist. Amravati
e-mail: indaljadhav2011 (@gmail.com
Dr Satyendra Gad payale
Professor of English
arda Arts, Commerce & Science College, Anjangoan Surji, Dist. Amravati
e-mail: satyendragadpayale777@gmail.com

Abstract

- V.S, Naipaul, a master of travel writings and
a Nobel Laureate, grew up and lived in a multiracial
ind multiethnic community but during all those years
> fe ! him being a Hindu and cherished a secret
oy and curiosity about his ancestors' homeland,
dia. He was feeling a rootless man without a
itry. Often he felt alienated and struggling for
dentity. It was this fascination and pain for his
stors' homeland that brought him to India thrice
1962, 1975 and 1988 and wrote Trilogy an
of Darkness, India: A Wounded Civilization
dia: A Million Mutinies Now respectively. In
set ch paper, focus is made specifically on
ul's travelogues on India, as it offers a
elling narrative of his personal journey to
er his own roots and sense of belonging in
lex and diverse nation. By analyzing Naipaul's
nces, observations, and reflections in India,
ver the multifaceted layers ofhis quest for
sin and connection to a place steeped in
and cultural diversity. Through a close
ation of his encounters with people, places.
| tions, we shed light on the transformative
of Naipaul's engagement with India and
shapes his perception of identity and

as.

ts, belongingness, alienation, ancestors,

cination for motherland.

u‘ilogyonlndhish‘sendlessqust
yanc belongingness. Naipaul's forefathers

ought as indentured labourers by Britishers

te Caribbean Island in Atlantic Ocean in
=3, R 2033

T
i

1880; a strange and an unknown island which was
many thousand miles away from their motherland.
Though V S Naipaul was born and brought up in
Trinidad, Indian atmosphere surrounded and
haunted him every now and then through the variety
of objects, rituals and people related to India.
Naipaul put forth this scenario of Indian life and
culture in following way :

To me as a child the India had produced so
many of the persbns things around me was
featureless and I thought of the time when the
transparence was made as a period of darkness
which also extended to the land, and darkness
surrounds a hut at evening, thought for a little way
around the hut there still light. The light was the area
of my experience, in time and place. And I even
now, thoughttime has widened, though space has
contracted and I have travelled lucidly over that
area which was to me the area of Darkness.!

Throughout his travelogues on India, Naipaul
presents a unique and complex vision of India. His
observations and reflections shed light on the
multifaceted nature of Indian society. its historical
legacies, and its potential future trajectory. Trinidad
was a multiracial. multi religious and multicultural
place. V S Naipaul was in constant combat and
conﬁictwithh'sown.Athomhewassxmmded
with Indian atmosphere but outside ofhis home, he
would merge in multiethnic society in Trinidad. The
feeling of loss of iden i innon-l—lhdu_oomt!y
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house, where we ate rice in the middle of the day

and wheat in the evenings there was the greatl
unknown- in this island of only 4 lakh people. There
were the African or African-derived people who
were the majority...There were the white people,
not all ofthem English; and the Portuguese and the
Chinese, at one time also immigrants like us. And
more mysterious than these, were the people we
called Spanish.'Pagnols, mixed people of warm
Brown complexions who came from the Spanish
time, before the island was detached from Venezuela
and the Spanish Empire, a kind ofhistory absolutely
beyond my child's comprehension.?

In this way,V S Naipaul was divided into two
worlds-a world inside his home which was a staunch
Hindu lifestyle and the world outside was a North
Indian Brahminic whose forefathers were brought
by Britishers from a small village near Gorakhpur
in Uttar Pradesh. V S Naipaul's grandmother sang
the songs of Sacred Ganga and holy city Benares.
Such memories had left deep imprint on Naipaul's
heart and mind. Naipaul expresses his dilemma of
two worlds in his Nobel lecture : =

So as a child I had this sense of two worlds,
the world outside that tallcorrugated-iron gate, and
the world at home- or at any rate, the world of my
grandmother’s house. It was a remnant ofour caste
sense, the thing that excluded and shut out. In
Trinidad, whereas new arrivals we were a
disadvantaged community, that excluding idea was
a kind of protection; it enabled us, for the time
being and only for the time being to live in our own
way and according to our own rules,to live in our
own fading India. It made for an extraordinary, self-
centeredness. We looked in words; we lived out
our days; the world outside existed in a kind of
Darkness; we enquired about nothing.’

When Naipaul went to Oxford for higher
studies, his identity crisis became more intensified.
Later, he started working for BBC as a news story

writer for Caribbean life. In the cosmopolitan
scenario of London, Naipaul felt rootless and lonely.
It is this insatiable quest for his ancestors' homeland,

which forced Naipaul to visit India. V'S Naipay]
also recalls his early days in Trinidad. He was
surrounded by multiethnic and multicultural people.
Naipaul suffered by the feeling of alienation and
loneliness in those multiracial inhabitants in Trinidad.
At home, his parents and grandparents worshipped
Hindu deities and sung the songs ofIndian glory but
at school he was in dilemma and conflict in the
multiethnic community. Naipaul remembers:

These overseas Indian groups were mixed.
They were miniature India's with Hindu and Muslims
and people of different castes. They were
disadvantaged, without representation, and without
a political tradition. They were isolated by language
and culture from the people they found themselves
among; they were isolated, too, from India itself.
In these special circumstances they developed
something they would never have known in India:
a sense of belonging to an Indian community.*

Naipaul was disillusioned and frustrated after
his first visit to India in 1962. He has expressed his
harsh and disappointing views about India
elaboratively in his travelogue An Area of Darkness
published in 1964. In this book, he had fiercely
attacked on disdainful caste structure, extreme
poverty, superstition, ill health, filth and corruption.
He had found absolute difference between what he
had heard and fancied of India and what he had
seen and encountered actually. He had heard the
songs ofholy Benares and glorious India from his
grandmother but when he visited India, he saw
hungry and filthy children and beggars, hateful caste
discrimination and open defecation everywhere.
Naipaul expresses his disdain for India in his third
travelogue India: A Million Mutinies Now:

I was born in 1932, 15 years before the
independence of India. I grew up with two ideas
ofIndia. The first idea not one I wanted to go into
too closely... was about the kind of country from
which my ancestors had come...in colonial and
Agriculture Trinidad, the Depression, there were
few opportunities to rise. With this poverty around
us and with this sense of the world as a kind of
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imagination the most fearfu| place. This Indiq was
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“onclusion :

- In this way, Naipaul's frequent tours to India
ebutan endless search for his own identity and
gingness. His Hindu origin always kept him
and curious to know the varied beliefs, rituals,
culture and notions. He was always
the Hindu culture; it's uniqueness
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\ds, in the fathom ofhis soul and
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dia in his imagination and
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‘India better or worse than
inds. The more he searched,
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in him kept constantly changing. During his first

visit, he was disillusioned and heartbroken in his

travelogue An Area of Darkness while at second

visit, he became more contemplative and sensitive

about India's wretched condition and wrote India:

A Wounded Civilization but at his last visit in 1988,

he was happy to see growing awareness among

people against the humiliating discriminations,

exploitation and injustice in his last travelogue India:

A Million Mutinies Now. In this way, Naipaul's

trilogy on India is an epoch making work and a

saga of an Indian Diaspora revealing insatiable thirst

for Identity and belongingness.
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